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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Gilbert VanSteelandt 
 
It has been an honour serving as chairman of the Ontario White Bean Producers’ 
Marketing Board for the past year and I would like to thank my fellow Directors, General 
Manager, Office staff, and Committee persons for all their help and support.   
 
The 2007 Crop was approximately 85,000 acres and in spite of the weather, yields and 
quality were excellent.  For the 2007 Crop we had 105 new producers register to grow 
white beans, which is great.  The quantity of beans marketed through the pool has been 
decreasing over the past few years; however, the pool price has fared slightly better 
than non-pool over the past five years.  For the 2007 Crop the average pool price per 
cwt was $29.47, whereas the non-pool price was $28.41 / cwt.  It is very difficult to 
gauge how big the pool will be until after harvest, therefore sometime there are missed 
opportunities for marketing the pool beans when prices are traditionally higher early in 
the year.    
 
Cruiser, a seed treatment, is used by most growers now.  It gives you control for leaf 
hoppers for 4 to 6 weeks after planting.   
 
For the last four years, our Board and the General Manager, Tino Breuer along with the 
Coloured Bean Growers Association, have been working to secure a Bean Breeder for 
Ontario.  In June of 2008, research scientist Alireza Navabi relocated to Guelph, 
Ontario.  Dr. Navabi is now working at the University of Guelph.   
 
The Directors and Staff have spent a great deal of time working with researchers on 
looking for alternate uses of white beans to promote the white bean industry.   
 
 
 Notice of Meeting 

 
Annual General Meeting 

 

Tuesday, January 13, 2009 
 

Best Western, Lamplighter Inn, LONDON 
 

4:00 p.m. 
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GM REPORT – 2007 Crop – Tino Breuer  
 
As General Manager I have worked with a compliment of 2 other staff members to 
allocate the financial and administrative resources to accomplish some of the board’s 
short, intermediate and long-term goals. 
 
The audited financial statements show ‘actuals’ were better than budget.  Drawdown on 
surplus was less than anticipated. 
 
Financially the organization performed better than expected (budget), even in the light 
of some non-budgeted, but board approved expenditures.  The smaller draw down on 
surplus was due primarily to a larger than expected crop. This is detailed more in the 
Treasurer’s report.  Surplus funds beyond the needs for ongoing operations were 
invested to create a small revenue stream.  Marketing through the grower administrated 
‘pooling’ system slipped this year to under 5%.   
 
At previous policy sessions the Board established six (6), prioritized or ranked major 
areas of endeavour, namely: – Research, Communications, Promotions, Marketing, 
Merger and Lobbying.  Each area has an allotted percentage for resource allocation – 
both financial and time. 
 
In this report I will touch on all; but there will be other reports that detail the board’s 
activities in this annual report. 
 
The Board continues to work with the Gains and Oilseeds group to establish an 
equitable and sustainable Risk Management Program (RMP).  As well whenever the 
opportunity presented itself discussions were held with bureaucrats and politicians to 
press home the point that Ontario needs not only a single unified bean research 
program but also sustainable funding into primary Agricultural research. 
 
Merger with the Ontario Coloured Bean Growers Association has evolved to an initiative 
“to work more closely together” in areas of mutual benefit.  This includes agreeing upon 
and planning the funding of mutually beneficial research projects, communications (the 
joint Website “ontariobeans.on.ca”) and working with other producer groups.  One such 
example is having representation on Pulse Canada our national voice in all matters of 
pulse crops such as peas, beans, lentils and chickpeas. 
 
Edible bean prices were swept along however grudgingly in the 2007 commodity price 
boom.  As of this writing prices have plateaued at or near record levels.  The Food / 
Fuel debate and spiralling grain prices swept dry bean prices higher until they bought 
just enough acres to supply the global demand as long as trend yields are maintained.  
Last Fall, Bob Fotheringham, then Chairman of the Board and I visited the UK to gauge 
their needs and ideas of what the industry might do to remain competitive.   
As general manager I attended slightly more conferences in the Bean / Pulse area than 
previously.  Interest in Beans and Pulses remains high because of unprecedented crop 
price escalation.  Attendance records were broken for most such meetings. 
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Office staff continues their regular promotional activities of sending out recipe 
pamphlets and attending local gatherings to promote the nutritional benefits of beans.  
Reprinting of the three recipe pamphlets swelled the promotional line expense as did 
the ordering of some promotional items for the Board’s 65th anniversary year in 2009.   
 
A revamped consumer recipe webpage came one step closer to reality as did the 
Board’s planned electronic newsletter.  The inaugural e-newsletter was to go out in 
August, the last month of the crop year however it was unavoidably delayed until the 
first week of the new crop year. 
 
In the realm of Research the Board reached one of its biggest goals: to have a bean 
breeder in the public sector.  Prior to the new millennium there were two public dry-bean 
breeding programs in the province.  Early into the decade it became evident that due to 
fiscal constraints in all quarters, two programs were untenable.  The Board embarked 
on a plan to forge a collaborative agreement between the federal and provincial 
government as well as the bean grower groups for one program.  The culmination of 
these efforts saw Dr. Ali Navabi take up his post as the dry bean breeder in Ontario as 
of July 1st 2008.  Early in the new crop year the collaborative agreement cementing this 
agreement should be signed. 
 
The Agronomy program of Ridgetown took delivery of its new plot combine that the two 
grower groups with generous support from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs teamed up to acquire.  
 
Going into the new crop year prices continue to hold, though escalating input costs are 
worrying growers.   
The Board has authorized changes to its governance procedures.  As allowed under the 
regulations a single producer meeting will be held in the month of January, replacing the 
District Annual meetings and the Annual meeting of delegates.  This meeting will be 
held in London, Ontario in conjunction with an Ontario Bean Day “Beans in Your 
Backyard”, and then following the Ontario Bean Producers’ Marketing Board’s 
governance meeting, a dinner will celebrate the ushering in of the Board’s 65th.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT – William Svirida 
 
Preliminary Budget Figures:  According to the estimated budget figures, the crop size 
was predicted to be 1,321,525 cwt. As a result of the elimination of the Industry levy in 
2006 Crop year, a revenue stream of $461,163 from license fees was estimated. 
Expenses were estimated to be $569,359 giving a net budgeted loss of $105,647.  
 
Auditor’s Report Figures:  Upon reviewing the auditor’s report, take note that the crop 
size was larger than predicted coming in at 1,324,084 cwt. With 96% marketed directly 
through the dealers, and 4% marketed through the Pool.  Total revenue of $470,985 
was reported, expenses came in below the estimated amount to be $557,875 leading to 
the net loss (draw down of reserve funds) of $86,890. 
 
Average Ontario Pricing:  The average gross price for the Ontario crop was $28.81 
cwt / $635.23 Mt, reflecting a total crop value of $38,151,617.  After deducting license 
fees, storage (if any), handling and interest charges (if any), the net value to the 
producer was $28.41cwt / $626.43 Mt, reflecting a net value to producers in the amount 
of $37,623,178. 
 
Pool Pricing:  As reported previously intake for the 2007 year was 4% of the total crop, 
resulting in a pool size of 47,269 cwt. / 2,144.134 Mt 
  
The average price before expenses was $34.41 cwt or $758.60 Mt.  
 
Total expenses came to $4.94 cwt or $108.91 Mt. including; 

1. Dealer Handle $4.50 cwt or $99.21 Mt  
2. Storage at $0.42 cwt or $9.26 Mt 
3. Interest at $0.02 cwt or $0.44 Mt 

 
Pool Payments:  

• Initial Payment -  $13.90 cwt or $306.51 Mt  
• Top-up Payment -  $  6.50 cwt or $143.30 Mt   
• Interim Payment -  $  7.50 cwt or $165.34 Mt  
• Final Payment -  $  1.57 cwt or $  34.61 Mt.  

 
Net price to Pool Producers’ was $29.47 cwt or $649.69 Mt.  
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AUDITORS' REPORT

To the Members of The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board

We have audited the General Accounts Balance Sheet, Crop Pool Balance Sheet and  the
Capital Fund Balance Sheet  of The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board as at August 31,
2008 and the statements of General Accounts Revenue and Expenses, 2007 Crop Pool Activity
and Capital Fund Activity for the year then ended. These financial statements are the
responsibility of The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board. Our responsibility is to express
an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with
Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and
perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of
material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.

The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board derives a material portion of its revenue from
licence fees charged to producers who choose to market their own beans independent of the
crop pool managed by the Board. These production contracts are not susceptible to satisfactory
audit verification.  Accordingly, our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts
recorded in the records of the Board and we were not able to determine whether any
adjustments might be necessary to recorded revenue, excess of revenue over expenses,
assets and producers' surplus.

In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to
be necessary had we been able to satisfy ourselves as to the completeness of the revenue
referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board as at August
31, 2008 and the results of the operations for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian
generally accepted accounting principles.

Benson Inkster Brighton Professional Corporation
London, Ontario Chartered Accountants, Authorized to practice public accounting by
September 10, 2008 The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario



STATEMENT 1
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
GENERAL ACCOUNTS BALANCE SHEET ($) ($)
AS AT AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

ASSETS
Current

Cash 235,337 857,854
Investments (note 2) 1,525,000 1,000,000
Accounts receivable 79 10,034
Interest receivable 15,056 7,628
GST receivable 991 3,564
Due from crop pool 9,380
Prepaid expenses 61,944 34,848

1,838,407 1,923,308

LIABILITIES AND PRODUCERS' SURPLUS
Current

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 22,511 20,522

Producers' Surplus, at Beginning of Year 1,902,786 1,633,191

Excess of Revenue over Expenses (Expenses over Revenue) (86,890) 269,595

Producers' Surplus, at End of Year 1,815,896 1,902,786

1,838,407 1,923,308

see accompanying notes

Contingent Liability (Note 3)

Approved on behalf of the Board,

 ,  Gilbert Vansteelandt, Chairman

 , Grant Jones, Vice-Chairman
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STATEMENT 2
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
GENERAL ACCOUNTS REVENUE AND EXPENSES ($) ($)
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

Revenue
License fees from growers - Elections (Notes 4 and 5) 382,824 506,652
Interest income 72,313 68,249
License fees from growers - Pool (Note 5) 14,173 36,810
Other income 1,399 1,053
Industry levy fee - Elections (Note 4) 276 168,920

470,985 781,684

Expenses
 Administration (schedule 1) 276,254 273,336
 Research 133,427 104,915
Producers' relations (schedule 1) 92,327 92,119
Marketing (schedule 1) 35,764 27,234
Promotion 20,103 14,485

557,875 512,089

Excess of Revenue over Expenses (Expenses over Revenue) (86,890) 269,595

see accompanying notes
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STATEMENT 3
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
CROP POOL BALANCE SHEET ($) ($)
AS AT AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

ASSETS
Current

Cash 74,377 230,660
Accounts receivable 7,190

74,377 237,850

LIABILITIES
Current

Due to general account 9,380
Due to producers (note 6) 74,377 228,470

 

74,377 237,850

see accompanying notes

Approved on behalf of the Board,

 , Gilbert Vansteelandt , Chairman

 , Grant Jones, Vice-Chairman
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STATEMENT 4
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
STATEMENT OF 2007 CROP POOL ACTIVITY
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008

2007 $ per cwt
Crop 47,269 bags
($) ($)

Revenue
Sales 1,622,342 34.32
Interest 4,666 0.09

1,627,008 34.41

Expenses
Handling 212,719 4.50
Storage 20,001 0.42
Interest 948 0.02

233,668 4.94

Available for Producers 1,393,340 29.47

Payments to Producers
Initial 657,198 13.90
Top up payment 307,254 6.50
Interim 354,511 7.50
Final amount payable (Note 6) 74,377 1.57

1,393,340 29.47

see accompanying notes
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STATEMENT 5
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
CAPITAL FUND BALANCE SHEET ($) ($)
AS AT AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

ASSETS

Property, Plant and Equipment (note 7)
Land 48,542 48,542
Building 336,794 336,794
Parking Lot 8,079 8,079
Equipment 34,263 34,849
Computer equipment 46,310 40,823
Computer software 10,664 19,464

 484,652 488,551
Less accumulated amortization 283,827 269,057

200,825 219,494

FUND BALANCE

Capital Fund 200,825 219,494

see accompanying notes

Approved on behalf of the Board,

 , Gilbert Vansteelandt , Chairman

 , Grant Jones, Vice-Chairman
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STATEMENT 6
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
STATEMENT OF CAPITAL FUND ACTIVITY ($) ($)
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

Expenses
Amortization 14,770 13,534
Loss on disposal of property, plant and equipment 5,586 400

Excess of Expenses over Revenue (20,356) (13,934)

Opening Fund Balance 219,494 208,906

Property, Plant and Equipment Purchases in
General Account (schedule 1) 1,687 24,522

Closing Fund Balance 200,825 219,494

see accompanying notes
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SCHEDULE 1
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
SUPPORTING SCHEDULE OF EXPENSES
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008 2007

($) ($)
Administration

Salaries 155,234 142,230
Employee benefits 30,818 32,938
Building repairs and maintenance 14,865 9,676
Computer repairs and maintenance 9,284 3,107
Telephone 8,700 5,125
Audit fees 8,407 4,522
Legal fees 7,893 7,389
Property taxes 6,555 6,322
Insurance 6,341 6,697
Postage 6,219 3,077
Staff travel 5,048 3,272
Stationery and supplies 4,855 3,989
Utilities 4,152 4,311
Bank charges 2,148 1,898
Miscellaneous 2,099 1,292
Property, plant and equipment purchases (statement 6) 1,687 24,522
Contract Services 1,318 12,142
Repairs, maintenance and equipment rental 631 827

276,254 273,336

Producers' Relations
Directors's fees 39,990 42,185
Producers' expenses 17,998 15,898
Directors' expenses 14,588 15,967
Grains and Oilseeds Committee 9,973 9,712
Committee fees 5,841 5,297
Meetings 3,937 3,060

92,327 92,119

Marketing
Delegation and travel
 North American 14,708 12,687

Conferences -  International 12,492 4,412
Memberships and subscriptions 8,564 9,975
Advertising 160

35,764 27,234

see accompanying notes
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SCHEDULE 2
The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
SCHEDULE OF CROP POOL DATA PER CWT BAG
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2007

2007 2006 2005 2004 2003
Crop Pool Crop Pool Crop Pool Crop Pool Crop Pool

47,269 122,770 101,458 66,662 101,307
Bags Bags Bags Bags Bags
($)  ($) ($)  ($) ($)

Crop Pool Activity:

Revenue 34.41 24.92 24.55 34.26 30.06

Expenses
Handling 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50
Storage 0.42 0.26 0.36 0.74 0.72
Interest 0.02 0.01 0.01
Dealer bonus 0.45 0.22

4.94 4.77 4.87 5.69 5.44

Available for Producers 29.47 20.15 19.68 28.57 24.62

Payments to Producers 29.47 20.15 19.68 28.57 24.62

Balance in the Pool

see accompanying notes
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The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008

1.  Accounting Policies
The Board follows accounting policies generally accepted in Canada in the preparation of the
financial statements.  The significant accounting policies used are as follows:

(a)  Fund Accounting
The accounts of the Board are maintained using the principles of fund accounting on the
deferral method  to ensure observance of limitations and restrictions placed on the use of
resources and to appropriately match expenses with related revenue. Resources are
classified into funds that are in accordance with specified activities or objectives and
these have been summarized under the following fund groups:

(i)  General Accounts
Accounts for the day-to-day operations of the Board including the administration of the
various crop pools.

(ii) Crop Pools
The marketing of beans delivered to the Board by the producers are accounted for in
pools segregated by the crop year.

(iii)  Capital Fund
The Statement of General Accounts Revenue and Expenses is charged with the cost of
property, plant and equipment purchased and then reflected as additions to the Capital
Fund at cost.

(b)  Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, Plant and Equipment are stated at cost in the Capital Fund.  Amortization is
provided over the estimated useful life of assets on the annual basis indicated below: 

Building 5% Declining Balance
Parking Lot 8% Declining Balance
Equipment 20% Declining Balance
Computer Hardware 30% Declining Balance
Computer Software 30% Straight-line 

Amortization for one-half of the year is provided on assets acquired during the year.  Fully
amortized assets are removed from the Capital Fund Balance Sheet.  

(c) Deferred research grants
Deferred research grants represent funds received by the board from other parties or
committed by the board for research projects that had not been disbursed at year end.

(d) Investments
Investments are recorded at the lower of cost and market.

9



The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008
1. Accounting Policies (continued)

(e) Financial Instruments

The Board utilizes various financial instruments.  It is management's opinion that the
Board is not exposed to significant interest, currency or credit risks arising from these
financial instruments.  The fair value of these financial instruments approximate their
carrying value.

(f) Use of Estimates
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that
affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements
and the reported amounts of revenue and expenses during the reporting period.  By their
nature, these estimates are subject to measurement uncertainty.  The effect of changes
in such estimates on the financial statements in future periods could be significant.
Accounts specifically affected by estimates in these financial statements include
inventory, cost of goods sold and amortization of property, plant and equipment.

2.  Investments

2008 2007
$ $

Scotiabank Group GIC, maturing February 27, 2009, annual
interest of 3.48%; 525,000

Scotiabank Group GIC, maturing June 30, 2009, annual
interest of 3.30%; 1,000,000

Scotiabank Group GIC, matured June 29, 2008, annual
interest of 4.35% 1,000,000

1,525,000 1,000,000

Accrued interest amounts to $15,056 as at August 31, 2008 (2007 - $7,628).

3.  Contingent Liability
The Board has voted to self insure against damages in the event the Board is unable to meet
the commitments of advance bean sale contracts. The Board is contingently liable to the extent
of the advance sales contracts entered into by the Board.  The Board has built its surplus to
cover any potential liability.

4.   Production Contracts
The Production Contract (PC) program allows producers to elect to market their own beans
independent of the crop pool managed by the Marketing Board. The quantity of beans
contracted in 2008 (2007 crop year) was 57,916 tonnes (1,276,816 bags). In 2007 (2006 crop
year) 76,590 tonnes (1,688,503 bags) were contracted.

An industry levy was disbanded in fiscal 2008, with only an amount of $276 carrying forward
from the 2006 crop year being recognized in the year.  In 2007 (2006 crop year), the industry
levy was $2.20 per bag.
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The Ontario Bean Producers' Marketing Board
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2008

5.  Licence Fees
Licence fees are charged to all growers.  The fees were $6.61 per tonne for the 2007 crop
($6.61 for the 2006 crop).

6.  Position of Crop Pools
(a)  2007 Crop Pool
At August 31, 2008, all of the beans from the 2007 crop were sold.  A final payment of
$34.68 per tonne will be made on the 2,144 tonnes of beans in the pool on or before
October 1, 2007.

(b)  2006 Crop Pool
At August 31, 2007, all of the beans from the 2006 crop were sold.  A final payment of
$41.06 per tonne was made on the 5,569 tonnes of beans in the pool on September 27,
2007.

7.   Property, Plant and Equipment 2008 2007
Accumulated

Cost Amortization Net Net

Land 48,542 48,542 48,542
Building 336,794 207,368 129,426 136,238
Parking Lot 8,079 1,514 6,565 7,136
Equipment 34,263 29,038 5,225 7,117
Computer Hardware 46,310 36,704 9,606 9,574
Computer Software 10,664 9,203 1,461 10,887

484,652 283,827 200,825 219,494

8.  Income Taxes
The Board is exempt from paying income tax under Subsection 149(1)(e) of the Income Tax
Act.  Therefore, no provision for income tax has been made in these financial statements.

9.  Statement of Changes in Cash Resources
A Statement of Changes in Cash Resources has not been provided as it was determined not to
add any additional meaningful information.

10.  Comparative Balances
Certain of the prior year's balances, presented for comparative purposes, have been restated to
conform to the financial statement presentation adopted in the current year.

11
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AGCare SUMMARY 2007 – Gilbert VanSteelandt 
 
Source Water Protection – AGCare is working with the Ontario Farm Environmental 
Coalition (OFEC) to provide feedback and comment on the Clean Water Act as the 
government moves forward with developing regulations.  Initial comments were 
submitted to the Ministry of the Environment this past summer by OFEC, responding to 
proposed regulations for assessment reports and technical rules.  AGCare, also through 
OFEC, is providing training and support for the approximately 60 agricultural reps on the 
19 local Source Protection Committees throughout the province.  A preliminary two day 
training session was held in March 2008, to excellent feedback from the Ag reps. 
 
GROU – Working with our parent organizations, AGCare has again submitted a list of 
pesticide products to be nominated for inclusion in the Grower Requested Own Use 
(GROU) program.  AGCare has also become part of the Pesticide management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA)’s GROU committee and now actively represents growers 
as the GROU program is further developed and refined.  This fall, AGCare will be 
releasing a “how to” guide for growers to help guide them through the process of using 
GROU.  AGCare will also be participating in an upcoming PMRA-driven review of the 
program to highlight challenges and areas of improvement.   
 
Pesticide Ban – The Ontario government introduced legislation to ban the cosmetic 
use of pesticides in the province in April 2008.  AGCare was actively involved in the 
consultative process on this issue, meeting with both the Minister of the Environment 
and the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.  AGCare twice submitted a 
formal presentation to the Standing Committee on Social Justice, outlining growers’ 
concerns with the legislation.  
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OFA ANNUAL REPORT – Al Futcher 
 
The Board of Directors of the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month at the International Doubletree Hotel in Toronto.  There are 
no meetings in May, July, September and December.  November is Annual Convention 
month.   
 
The present Board consists of 100 Directors – representing Counties, Regions, 
Commodities and other organizations.  The main function of O.F.A. is to lobby 
government on behalf of all Ontario farmers.  
 
Geri Kamenz is the O.F.A. President once again this year.  Vice-presidents’ are Don 
McCabe and Bette Jean Crews, who along with the four executive members have had a 
very busy year.  The main office of O.F.A. is now located in Guelph at the new Agri-
Centre.   
 
At last year’s Convention the Board was instructed to proceed with the structure review 
of the Board and to bring their findings to this year’s Convention.  Many of this past 
year’s meetings have involved these resolutions.   
 
As of July 31, 2008, O.F.A.’s membership is over 38,000.   
 
It has been an honour and privilege to serve as your Director on OFA on behalf of the 
White Bean Producers of Ontario.  
 
OAC COUNCIL REPORT – Don McKercher 
 
The Ontario Agricultural Commodity Council (OACC) is a coalition of a thirty-one non-
supply managed commodity organizations with non-voting participation by OFA and 
CFFO. 
 
OACC was led this year by Chairman, Jean Marc Beneteau from Essex County and the 
Secretary, Graeme Hedley.  Decisions made at OACC meetings are based on a 
consensus format with an 80% agreement required to carry a resolution forward. 
 
This past year OACC spent considerable time discussing the new suite of safety net 
programs under the new Growing Forward plan announced by the Federal Government.  
As well, the council was very concerned by the lack of significant support by the Federal 
Government for public research. 
 
At our September meeting we spent a lot of time discussing the auditor’s report on 
Agricorp.  It was decided that the majority of recommendations should be implemented.  
However, if the computer software systems at Agricorp were not updated, it would be 
very difficult to complete any of the suggested improvements.   
 
I have been your representative on the Ontario Grain and Oilseeds Safety Net 
Committee since its formation. 
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Since the introduction of the RMP plan in 2007, we have been working with OMFRA to 
improve the plan so hopefully it will become permanent after the pilot project ends in 
2009. 
 
The Federal Government has not yet seen fit to contribute its 60% share to RMP.  In 
conjunction with producers from Quebec, we have continually lobbied the Federal 
Government.  There seems to be some willingness to discuss regional flexibility called 
Agri-Flex in regards to the Federal Safety Net programs. 
 
PRODUCER RELATIONS COMMITTEE –  
Marinus Bakker, Larry Anderson 
 
Annual Meeting of Delegates - was held on January 15, 2008 at the Best Western 
Lamplighter Inn in London.  The meeting started at 10:05 a.m. with Board Chairman 
Gilbert VanSteelandt announcing that Marinus Bakker would chair the meeting.  The 
agenda was approved.   
 
Unfortunately the invited guest speaker from the Manitoba Pulse Growers Association 
was unable to attend.  Tino Breuer was asked to fill this time slot and gave a market 
update, as well as reinforcing some of the points he made at the District Annual 
Meetings.  At this time bean prices were not very competitive with other crops and in a 
tighter credit market dealers were unprepared to risk their capital.  Planting was 
projected to be 6 – 10% below 2006 values, and prices for new crop had risen with 
some contracts as high as $35./cwt.   
 
Sophia Dinnisen gave a slide presentation on the obligation, regulations and powers 
that have been given to the Ontario Bean Producers’ Marketing Board via the Act and 
the Commission.  A good discussion followed on the potential options open to the Board 
to amalgamate with the Coloured Bean Growers’ Association.   
 
Minutes of the August 16, 2007 Producer Relations Meeting were approved at the start 
of the business session in the afternoon.  The financials approvals as well as 
presentation of the per Diem rates and mileage rates for 2008 were set next.   
 
Bob Fotheringham welcomed Gilbert as the new Chairman of the Board and he in turn 
introduced the new Executive.  Gilbert thanked Bob for a job well done over the past 
three years.   The Executive and various committees were announced.  The District 
officers were appointed, and a resolution was passed to have two directors and one 
staff member work with representatives of the Coloured Bean Growers Association to 
look into the possibility of working more closely together.   
 
Don McKercher reported on the RMP, Farmers Feed Cities and the annual Bean 
Bonspiel.  
 
After a discussion on attendance at Annual Meetings and Producer Relations meetings, 
the meeting was adjourned.  
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Producer Relations Meeting – was held on August 21, 2008 at the Huron Research 
Station.  Gilbert VanSteelandt welcomed all that attended, and announced that Marinus 
Bakker would chair the meeting.  After welcoming everyone and introducing the guests, 
the agenda and minutes of the Annual Meeting of Delegates were approved.  Business 
and financial reports were given with a look back at 2007 and a look ahead at 2008, as 
well as a report on the pool, drying charges and Bean Day 2009.   
 
The new Plant Breeder, Dr. Ali Navabi, was introduced and he spoke to the gathering 
about his work.  Other guests including; Jackie Tenuta from Pulse Canada, Dr. Peter 
Pauls, and Glenn Powell were introduced to the group.  Each guest was asked to briefly 
describe their area of expertise.   Mike Donnelly-Vanderloo introduced three farmers 
from Mexico who were on a visit to Canada, and accompanied the group on the Plot 
Tour. Chris Gillard, Peter Sikkema and the staff from the Huron Research Station 
hosted a BBQ dinner following the plot tour.   
 
After dinner the hosts unveiled the newest addition to the ‘staff’ at the research station, 
a new Almaco Plot Combine.  The combine was purchased in a partnership between 
the Station, the O.B.P.M.B., the O.C.B.G.A., and the Ontario Min. of Agric. and Rural 
Affairs.  
 
CANADIAN GRAIN COMMISSION REPORT – Grant Jones 
 
The Canadian Grain Commission’s new Chief Commissioner is Elwin Hermanson.  The 
Commission is still working towards having the same standards for all Eastern and 
Western Crops. 
 
In 2008 the Commission started working on having the same standards for soybeans in 
the United States & Canada.  
 
The Commission is working on a new plan for white bean producers.  Producers who 
send in samples for grading will be able to obtain their own results.  When more 
information is available, I will provide it to the Board.   
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RESEARCH REPORT – Grant Jones, Bob Fotheringham 
 
Research continues to be a very important part of the bean industry.  We spent 
approximately $133,000 this year since our grants have been cut and will be cut even 
more next year.   
 
This year we welcomed Dr. Ali Navabi to his position as Dry Bean Breeder.  He is an Ag 
Canada (AAFC) employee located at the University of Guelph, responsible for 
producing new varieties of beans ranging over three (3) seasons; early, mid and late.  
The Board has worked for five (5) years to combine the Federal & Provincial programs 
under a single framework.  Upon Dr. Soon Park’s retirement in March 2008 the initiative 
moved forward.   
 
Meanwhile, the Board continues to support research at Harrow and Guelph for such 
things as varieties, weed control, seed treatment, leaf hopper control, white mould & 
blight resistant varieties.  
 
The Ontario Pulse Crop Committee this past winter reviewed performance testing data 
trying to improve white bean varieties.  Although yield, plant structure, and disease 
resistance are important to the grower; cooking quality is very important to the canner.   
 
All seed was treated with Cruiser this year and seems to have given good control for 
leafhopper disease.   
 
The two grower organizations (OBPMB & OCBGA) along with generous support from 
OMAFRA purchased a new ALMACO plot combine this year and presented it to the 
growers at the Producer Relations meeting.  The combine is a state of the art piece of 
equipment that allows the researchers to work smarter not harder.  It has all the 
attachments such as scales, monitors, and easy to clean out bins, and harvests two, 
two-row yield trial plots at the same time. 
 
The Research Committee would like to thank all the researchers and their staff for their 
dedication and hard work to the white bean industry.  



 2008 Crop  

Budget     

 2007 Crop  

Actual Aug 

31st 2008    

 2006 Crop 

Actual Aug 

31st 2007  

QUANTITY (BAGS) TOTAL 1,356,250$      1,323,323 1,811,540

QUANTITY (BAGS) POOL 47,269 122,770

LICENSE FEE/BAG 0.30$               0.30$          0.30$           

REVENUE

LICENSE FEES 406,875$         396,997$    543,462$     

INDUSTRY LEVY 276$           168,920$     

OTHER (Interest & Bd. Room Incl.) 50,000$           73,712$      69,302$       

TOTAL REVENUE 456,875$         470,985$    781,684$     

EXPENSES

MARKETING

Conf. Registration - International 950$                689$           725$            

Conf. Registration - North American 2,550$             2,785$        3,687$         

Travel Expenses 20,000$           23,726$      12,687$       

Memberships & Subscriptions 10,200$           8,564$        9,975$         

PRODUCER RELATIONS

Director's Fees 47,000$           39,990$      42,185$       

Director's Expenses 16,000$           14,588$      15,967$       

Committee Fees & Expenses 5,000$             5,841$        5,297$         

Meetings 15,000$           3,937$        3,060$         

Producer Communication (Virtual & Print) 18,800$           16,758$      15,898$       

Grains & Oilseed Committee 15,000$           9,973$        9,712$         

Sponsorship 1,000$             1,240$        160$            

PROMOTION 55,500$           20,103$      14,485$       

RESEARCH

Production Research 100,000$         133,427$    104,915$     

ADMINISTRATION/OVERHEAD

Salaries 146,000$         155,234$    142,230$     

Employee Benefits 45,000$           30,818$      32,938$       

Professional Fees 20,000$           17,618$      12,142$       

Postage 5,500$             6,219$        3,077$         

Telephone ( Land & Cell) 6,000$             8,700$        5,125$         

Equipment Repair/Maintenance 1,320$             631$           827$            

Computer Support 10,000$           9,284$        3,107$         

Office Supplies 5,000$             4,855$        3,989$         

Mileage 7,500$             5,048$        3,272$         

Bank Charges 2,400$             2,148$        1,898$         

Miscellaneous 1,200$             2,099$        1,292$         

Capital Assets 8,000$             1,687$        24,522$       

Property & Business Tax 7,000$             6,555$        6,322$         

Bldg. Repair/Maintenance 12,000$           14,865$      9,676$         

Utilities 4,500$             4,152$        4,311$         

Insurance 8,400$             6,341$        6,697$         

AUDIT FEES (See Prof. Fees) 4,522$         

LEGAL FEES (See Prof. Fees) 7,389$         

TOTAL EXPENSES 596,820$         557,875$    512,089$     

EXPENSES 596,820$         557,875$    512,089$     

REVENUE (LOSS) (139,945)$        (86,890)$     269,595$     

OPENING SURPLUS 1,815,896$      1,902,786$  1,633,191$  

ENDING SURPLUS 1,675,951$      1,815,896$  1,902,786$  

2008 Crop Budget 

 25
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CROP PRODUCTION BY COUNTY – 2006 
 

Production (tonnes) 

      
County 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003

      
Brant 22.3 25.3 127.7 46.2
Bruce 6009.1 7650.3 6754.2 3154.7 2108.4
Chatham/Kent 3408.8 5022.2 6453.7 2324.5 2707.6
Dufferin 230.2 198.9 158.1 17.5 10.0
Dundas (Amal. 07) 559.4 345.3 452.7 392.3
Durham 431.7 1354.1 1450.5 853.0 926.4
Elgin 2248.8 2195.7 1067.4 2610.6 1418.3
Essex 5.8 283.4 149.7 120.8
Glengarry/Stormont/Dundas 511.0 68.8  43.7
Grenville (Amal. 07) 164.6 21.2 65.7 25.8
Grey 180.1 433.4 271.4 33.1 61.6
Halton 87.8 299.5 344.3 291.5
Huron 20988.8 28472.0 29615.8 17738.5 14468.7
Kawartha Lakes (Victoria) 677.2 741.8 608.9 381.7 541.4
Lambton 3513.3 3802.2 5070.4 2687.8 202.1
Leeds & Grenville 224.8 21.2 65.7 29.8
Middlesex 7915.9 10210.8 16013.2 7592.7 3744.2
Norfolk (Haldimand-Norfolk prev.) 77.1 131.5  
Northumberland 1079.4 626.4 1064.2 431.4 653.1
Ottawa-Carleton 780.3 1001.9 677.5 531.0 507.8
Oxford 1856.3 2562.3 6474.3 3439.1 2909.4
Peel 99.4 67.4  15.1 25.5
Perth 6805.7 11627.8 14574.0 7719.7 7129.8
Peterborough 22.6  62.7 127.6
Prescott / Russell (07) 51.6  
Prince Edward 222.4 190.4 179.7 198.6 173.8
Renfrew  8.7
Russell 22.3 18.780 34.9
Simcoe 1703.3 2272.3 1748.2 784.9
Stormont (Amal. 07) 110.7 151.0 59.0
Victoria (Amal. 07)  
Waterloo 199.7 407.1 950.4 468.1 474.7
Wellington 553.5 626.3 723.9 262.6 188.8
York 218.7 489.1 453.8 138.3 156.7
Other (Lanark, Frontenac, Nipissing) 253.2 1019.0 1401.2 163.6

TOTAL 60,060.4 82,207.8 99,700.0 52,863.2 43,500.0
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2007 CROP – Pick & Moisture Analysis 
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